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1 . AS REQUESTED REFTEL, ECONOMIC/COMMERCIAL COUNSELOR MET WITH 
ATO WOLLE CHEKOL, HEAD ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT, 
MOFA, ON NOVEMBER 23 TO REQUEST INFORMATION AS OUTLINED INPARA 2 

A AND C AND PARA 3 (COMMENT: PARA 2 B DID NOT SEEM WITHIN ATO 
WOLLE'S COMPETENCE TO ANSWER. PAR 2 D DISCUSSED BELOW). ATO 
WOLLE AGREED TO LOOK INTO 

THE MATTER AND GET IN TOUCH WITH EMBASSY. HE POINTED OUT, 

HOWEVER, THAT HE HAD TO ATTEND THE OAU COUNCIL OF MINISTERS' 
MEETING IN KINSHASA AND, CONSEQUENTLY, WOULD PROBABLY NOT BE ABLE 
TO PROVIDE ANY INFORMATION UNTIL WEEK OF DECEMBER 13. EMBASSY 
THUS FAR HAS NOT HEARD FROM HIM. 

2. ON DECEMBER 7 ECONOMIC/COMMERCIAL COUNSELOR DISCUSSED THE 
MOSVOLD CASE WITH DR. ASHAGRE YIGLETU, PERMANENT SECRETARY AND 
ACTING MINISTER, 

MINSTRY OF COMMERCE AND TOURISM. DR. ASHAGRE STATED 
THAT HE WOULD PROVIDE ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS (WHICH WERE SAME AS 
THOSE LEFT WITH ATO WOLLE) IN WRITING "VERY SOON". DR. SHAGRE 
STRESSED HIS INTEREST IN MAINTAINING GOOD RELATIONS WITH 
FRIENDLY COUNTRIES" SUCH AS THE US AND NORWAY AND EXPRESSED HIS 
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REGRET THAT CONFISCATION MOSVOLD BECAME "NECESARY. HE ALSO 
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CLAIMED THAT THE FIRM HAD BEEN VERY POORLY MANAGED OVER THE 
PAST YEAR OR SO AND THAT WHEN THE ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT CONFISCATED 
THE FIRM IT FOUND AN "EMPTY CASH BOS". CONSEQUENTLY, HE HAD TO 
ARRANGE FOR AN IMMEDIATE OVERDRAFT OF 500,000.00 BIRR IN ORDER 
TO KEEP THE DEPARTMENT SOTRE OPEN. 

3. WITH RESPECT TO PARA 2 D ECONOMIC/COMMERCIAL COUNSELOR 
CONSULTED INFORMALLY WITH PRICE WATER HOUSE, PREVIOUSLY MOSVOLD'S 
ACCOUNTANTS. REGARDING ATTORNEYS WHO WOULD BE PREPARED TO UNDER- 
TAKE THE MOSVOLD CASE. IN JUDGEMENT OF PRICE WATER HOUSE, 

NICOLAS HAMAWI, WHO WAS ONCE ATTORNEY FOR MOSVOLD, IS PROBABLY 
THE ONLY ATTORNEY WHO WOULD CONSIDER ASSUMING THE CASE INVIEW 

OF RISKS ASSOCIATED WITH DEFENDING MOSVOLD. OTHER ATTORNEYS WOULD 
PROBABLY BE RELUCTANT TO GET INVOLVED OWING TO ITS CONTROVERSIAL 
NATURE AND HIGHLY POLITICAL COMPLEXION. EMBASSY AGREES WITH 
THIS JUDGEMENT AND SEES NO POINT IN PROVIDING THE USUAL LIST OF 
ATTORNEYS FROM COUNSELOR SECTION TO MOSVOLD. 

4. COMMENT: ECONOMIC/COMMERCIAL COUNSELOR EXPERIENCED NO 
DIFFICULTY IN ARRANGING APPOINTMENT WITH DR. ASHAGRE AND FOUND 
ASHAGR'S ATTITUDE SURPRISINGLY FORTHCOMING AND FRIENDLY. 

THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT ASHAGRE UNDERSTANDS THAT THE USG S 
INTEREST IN THIS MATTER RELATES TO DUE PROCESS UNDER 
ETHIOPIAN LAW FOR MOSVOLD. IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN, HOWEVER, 

IF HE WILL BE ABLE TO SHOW THAT DUE PROCESS HAS BEEN FOLLOWED 
IN THIS CASE OR ADVISE WHAT FURTHER STEPS MAY BE AVAILABLE TO 
MOSVOLD INTERESTS IN DEFENDING THEIR RIGHTS. 
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